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1. WHAT IS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF ETHICS IN HUMAN ACTIONS? EXPLAIN WITH EXAMPLES.
Answer:

Introduction:

Ethics refers to the principles and standards that guide individuals in distinguishing right from wrong.
It governs human behavior and interactions, ensuring harmony and fairness in society. Ethics plays a
critical role in personal, professional, and social contexts, shaping actions that uphold integrity,
justice, and compassion.

Significance of Ethics in Human Actions:

1. Promotes Social Harmony:

Ethical behavior fosters trust and cooperation among individuals and groups. In a multicultural
society like India, ethics ensures peaceful coexistence and minimizes conflicts. For instance,
Mahatma Gandhi’s ethical commitment to non-violence (Ahimsa) united diverse communities during
India’s independence struggle.

2. Builds Personal Credibility:

Ethics strengthens an individual’s reputation and credibility. Ethical people are respected and
trusted by others. For example, a leader who consistently adheres to ethical practices inspires
confidence and motivates others to follow their example.

3. Ensures Justice and Fairness:

Ethics ensures fairness in decision-making, treating everyone equally and without bias. It provides a
moral compass to uphold justice in personal and professional settings. A judge adhering to ethical
principles ensures impartiality in delivering justice, safeguarding the rule of law.

4. Guides Decision-Making:

Ethics provides clarity in complex situations where choices are not straightforward. Ethical reasoning
helps individuals choose actions that align with moral values. For instance, a public servant refusing
to accept bribes, despite pressures, reflects ethical decision-making in governance.

5. Strengthens Institutions and Governance:

Ethics forms the foundation of transparent and accountable institutions. It prevents corruption,
favoritism, and misuse of power. Ethical policies like the Right to Information Act (2005) enhance
transparency and empower citizens.

6. Contributes to Sustainable Development:

Ethical practices ensure responsible use of resources, prioritizing long-term benefits over short-term
gains. Adopting environmentally sustainable practices reflects ethical responsibility toward future
generations.

Examples of Ethical Actions:

In personal contexts, returning a lost wallet demonstrates honesty and respect for others’ property.
In professional life, a journalist refusing to publish fake news reflects ethical journalism. Socially,
volunteering for disaster relief shows compassion and altruism.

Conclusion:

Ethics is integral to human actions as it ensures accountability, fosters social harmony, and upholds
justice. Examples from daily life, governance, and leadership highlight how ethics positively impacts
individuals and society. As human actions are interdependent, adherence to ethical principles builds
trust and strengthens collective well-being.
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